
LCA AGM Mar 14 - Chairman's speech 

Welcome.   I first of all want to draw your attention to our new website, created with 

enormous energy and skill by Mandy Shaw.  The importance of this is that, not only 

has the LCA now entered the 21st century (some might say the century before), but it 

was through this website that the newsletter which you received was created.  On 

the assumption that you all read it, I do not intend to repeat it – only pick out a few 

highlights and give some explanations and thanks.  We hope that, in future, this 

website will become a collaborative resource for the whole community:   

1. Handrail down footpath to Park Street:  This was a project inherited from 

my predecessor, Beccy.  All I had to do was find the money, and that was 

very easy – it mostly came from our two loyal and generous Ward Councillors, 

who raided their Initiative Funds.  The rail was made by The Chapel Forge, 

installed during September, and opened by The Mayor on 7th October, in time 

for the slimy leaves problem.  Some of you may have noticed that there has 

subsequently been a small problem about the commemorative plaque, but 

this is being resolved.  

 

2. Railing Finials:  This was another Beccy project.  In fact, it still is, because 

she has asked to continue running with it, and for her house to be the guinea 

pig.  The problem, as always, is money.  1060 finials are missing, and they 

will cost about £20 each to replace.  We have some start-up cash from the 

WHS Enhancement Fund, a design, a method, full drawings, a plan, planning 

permission, the permission of all affected owners and agreement by them to a 

substantial personal contribution, but it’s still not enough, so we’re searching 

around for other sources, and intend to make submissions to several, 

including the Georgian Group (who have made encouraging noises) and the 

HLF.  We’ll get there, but it may take a little time, so, if anyone can think of 

another way to fund the start-up, please let me know. 

 

3. Gardens behind LPE:  You may remember that I pledged to pursue this 

ownership problem when I was elected last year.  Things have moved, but 

slowly.  Judith Pepler and I held a meeting of all the interested parties on 23rd 

Sept, and this granted authority to try to identify the freeholder.  We thought 

he was a person in Cumbria: I have spoken to this person several times to 

urge him to search his papers in order to establish title.  Finally, he wrote to 

me on Monday to state that the documents could not be found.  Judith and I 

will study what to do next, and this may mean applying with this evidence to 

the Land Registry to be awarded the freehold (or possibly to the Courts), but 

not before consulting the Interested Parties, of course. 

 

4. Planning:  Anthony Pearson is our planning and architectural expert.  

Incidentally, it was due to him that the nice curly bits appear on our handrail.  



He investigates all planning issues in our area, small and large (as well as 

doing this for FoBRA too).  Clearly, the big ones have been Hope House and 

Somerset Place.   

 

a. Somerset Place I visited last week, at the invitation of Stephen Green, 

of Future Heritage.  The refurbishment continues apace.  In summary, 

all the Georgian town houses have been sold (although two have 

barely been started).  Apartments are beginning to be completed, but 

the houses on Somerset Lane (plus the extra apartment house in 

Somerset Place) have yet to start.  The communal garden at the front 

is complete.  Lastly, a walkway will be made for Winifred’s Lane from 

Cavendish Road to Somerset Lane.  It will diverge from Winifred’s 

Lane in the lower section, and join the steps at the west end of 

Somerset Place. 

 

b. As for Hope House, we have worked cooperatively with the St James’s 

Park RA on this, but, clearly, our two areas of emphasis are different – 

they are much more concerned about the houses at the bottom of the 

site and about the massing of the proposed buildings at the top, as 

seen from below.  The LCA did submit a comment to the Planners, on 

parking, now largely resolved.  Some of you may have seen a story in 

the Chronicle last month about the number of trees to be removed.  We 

looked into this – inevitably, some trees are going to have to go, as the 

new buildings cannot be in exactly the same place as the old, but the 

planting plan shows many more being added, and semi-mature too, so 

the result may be satisfactory soon.  More importantly, St James’s Park 

have raised doubts with the Planners about whether the Conservation 

Zone Act of 1990 is being followed, particularly as far as number of 

dwellings is concerned, so we are watching this closely. 

  

5. Field:   We are going to hear from James Whatmore shortly about this, but I just 

want to thank him for his knowledge and enthusiasm.  Anyone who doubts this 

should have seen the state of his hands after planting 200 or so bulbs in the 

triangle of land at the east end – and have you seen the results? 

 

6. Police:  As well as being our most diligent Secretary, Delia is also our 

Neighbourhood Watch expert and our Committee representative in Somerset 

Lane.  I think we’re going to hear about this from our local PCSOs later, but Delia 

may have a few words to add too. 

 

7. This and That:  Inevitably, some aspects of Committee membership are 

mundane, but nonetheless necessary.  I point to: 

 

a. The litter picking which all members do on a rota basis 



b. The placement and replenishment of the salt bins – though not much 

needed this year. 

c. Investigations into bus services – thanks, Mandy 

d. Traffic signage – Thanks, Nick. 

e. Attending FoBRA meetings on your behalf – Thank you, Anthony. 

f. Attendance at the Council’s annual budget fair, on your behalf, and also 

the Bath City Conference.  Incidentally, the next one is to be on 30th April, 

and will be followed, at quarterly intervals, by City debates about subjects 

of topical importance, such as traffic and the Rec.  

g. And, reminding residents about their obligations towards the Listed 

Building regulations, without which our beautiful streets might not look as 

nice as they do. 

 

8. Lastly, Parties:  This round-up would not be complete without mention of the 

glue which keeps this whole thing together – the Parties and other social 

functions.  Judith, supported by Delia and Marian are the mainstays, and out 

come winter parties in lovely locations, summer parties in beautiful gardens, 

carols, trips and so on.  They are wonderful.   

 

9. And, by the Way:  Noone ever thanks the Treasurer: I know this, as I’m the 

Treasurer for another charity.  It is a thankless task but someone has to do it, and 

David does it splendidly.   
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