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LANSDOWN CRESCENT ASSOCIATION: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH CENTRE ON MONDAY 15TH FEBRUARY, 2016 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present (from those who signed the register, amongst others): 

 

Matthew Knockton (guest), Helen Davis, Peter Ford, Howard Burton, Cllr Tony Clarke (guest), 

Anthony Berk, Michael Forsyth, James Freeman, George Scott, Valerie Scott, Lisa Clark, 

Nicola James, Gareth Chambers, Mercelie Umengan, Stephanie Higgins, Judith Liddell, Susie 

Holmes, Jeremy Holmes, James Birch, Mary Birch, Tony Jay, Delia Jay, Paul Taylor, Neil 

Barnes, Antony Branfoot, Peter Maguire, Michelle Maguire, Alison Sandeman, Robert Derry-

Evans, Beccy Derry-Evans, Judith Pepler, John Cullum, Yvonne Cullum, Cat Heale, Sarah Kerr, 

and the 2015/16 LCA committee. 

 

1. Apologies: 

 

Marianna Clark, Jean Hansell, David Seymour, Michael and Nicky Oppenheimer, Judith 

Constantine, Ann Hollas, Geraint Denison, Andrew Kurg, Sir Bruce and Lady Martin, Rob 

and Gilly Coleman. 

 

2. Chairman's welcome. 

 

3. Minutes of the last AGM - previously circulated to members and copy attached. 

 

The minutes were approved. 

Proposed: Susie Holmes 

Seconded: Robert Derry-Evans 

 

4. Matters arising. 

 

Enlargement of committee. 

This proposal was deferred because of the current low membership from the newly-

adopted area (Somerset Place), and because of difficulty in recruiting committee 

members. This matter will be under review in future years. 

 

5. Chairman's Report, referring to the Newsletter (issued separately). 
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The Chairman thanked the members of the Committee for their hard work during the year, 

referring to their various responsibilities. He also reminded members of the “guardianship” 

role played by our four Trustees.   

 

Questions and comments: 

 

Susie Holmes asked for an update on Beckford’s broken wall. 

An update was given by Anthony Pearson and the Chairman. It has been four 

months since the wall was broken down. The planning officer responsible has 

recently returned from holiday and will be determining the case shortly. 

 

The sheep: 

James Whatmore gave the following update: Pregnant ewes have been 

moved into the field by farmer Creed. They will be removed to give birth, and 

return some weeks later with their lambs, when the lambs are large enough 

not to be able to squeeze through the railings. 

 

Matthew Knockton, the new owner of the Embattled Gateway and its land, gave a 

brief account of his intentions with the newly-acquired site: to demolish an existing 

house and build a new Georgian-style house of 4 flats. He plans to conserve the 

Embattled Gateway, which was welcomed. 

 

6. Secretary's report. 

 

Voting to elect the 2016/17 LCA Committee. 

 

The existing committee have been nominated and seconded as shown in the table below: 

 

LCA Committee LCA member Location Nominated by Seconded by 

Chairman Robin Kerr LPE Beccy Derry-Evans Judith Pepler 

Treasurer Christopher Shaw LPE Jean Hansell Judith Pepler 

Secretary Simon Brand LC Beccy Derry-Evans Judith Pepler 

Membership Corinne Taylor 
Dixon 
Gdns 

Paul Taylor Josh Taylor 

Events Marian McNeir LC Robin Kerr Simon Brand 

Events Sue Branfoot ULM Robin Kerr Simon Brand 

Planning Anthony Pearson - n/a n/a 

Web Mandy Shaw LPE Jean Hansell Judith Pepler 

Traffic Nick Bishop ULM Peter Maguire Michelle Maguire 

FoBRA Rachael Hushon LPE Delia Jay Nicola James 

Field James Whatmore LPE Andrew Fraser Judith Liddell 
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Since there were no other nominations the existing committee members agreed to stand for 

2016/17. 

 

The Chairman lamented the lack of new nominations, and encouraged members to play their 

part, seeking nomination in time for next year’s AGM. 

 

7. Treasurer's report, referring to the statement of accounts, attached, and vote to accept them 

 
The accounts were presented. 
 

Members were encouraged to propose suitable projects to use some of the £9000 balance 

(while leaving a prudent proportion as an “emergency fund”). 

Tony Jay encouraged a reduction in printing costs and printing, and hoped the downward 

trend continued. 

It was shown that a large proportion of the printing costs were due to the newsletter. 

 

The accounts were approved. 

Judith Pepler:  proposed 

Beccy Derry-Evans: seconded 

 

8. Membership secretary's report 

 

A very good year! 

We had 152 members. 

This year, we have 120 members who have paid subs for this year, and the majority of those 

remaining intend to do so. 

Corinne was congratulated for her recruiting work. 

 

9. LCA Constitution review – Treasurer 

 

The Chairman introduced this item, having asked the Treasurer some weeks ago to review 

the Constitution in readiness for the AGM.  Because of the extent and nature of the 

amendments which seemed desirable, it had not been possible to conclude this review in 

time to meet the constitutional deadlines for this AGM.  However, in good time for next 

year’s AGM, the Treasurer will produce his report, explaining the case for and against 

change. He encouraged members to contribute, if they felt it appropriate, preferably by mid-

summer (and certainly by Christmas). 

 

Nicola James proposed using a web-based survey tool, to allow those not present also to 

express their views. 
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10. Finials project and vote – see paper attached to Calling Notice 

 

The Chairman gave an update on the finials project, including xxx’s increased and generous 

donation, which meant that a contribution from LCA funds would no longer be needed. 

 

He drew the meeting’s attention to the 55 Questions and Answers (« FAQ »), giving even 

greater detail, which had been posted on the website.  He thanked Beccy Derry-Evans for 

her hard work on and devotion to the project from inception, and also the owners of the 

houses involved, without whose support it would not be happening.  He added that the 

proposal had wide support from: 

 B&NES Council 

 Bath Preservation Trust 

 The World Heritage Site Steering Group and Enhancement Fund 

 

Comments 

 

Thanks were given to Beccy Derry-Evans and Robin Kerr for their work on the finials 

project. 

 

Dr Michael Forsyth 

Acknowledged xxx’s generosity 

Commented that Bath stone and ironwork are the beauties of Bath 

He encouraged this "wonderful moment"  to reinstate the finials 

He spoke of the enhanced group concept 

 

Paul Taylor 

 Questioned the ethics of accepting funds from (xxx) – he thought it not 

appropriate, and asked individual committee members if they were happy 

with the proposed approach.  All but one responded in the affirmative. 

 

It was noted that xxx contacted us: we did not approach her for these funds. 

 

James Freeman 

Commented that he had known xxx for xx years and that it was a disgrace that 

her donation was being questioned in this way. 

 

Nicola James 

Commented on the ethics of allowing committee members to vote on an 

issue she felt would benefit them. 

 

Nick Bishop 

Commented that there would be no tangible benefit to members whose 

finials were replaced. 
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Rachael Hushon 

Commented that we do not need this debate now, but said that the 

membership discussing the ethics of voting should be commented on in the 

review of the constitution. 

 

Peter Ford 

Commented that xxx had lived here since xxxx and had made several 

contributions to the LCA and many other charities and causes in Bath. 

 

Tony Jay 

Commented that we can all be grateful to xxx. 

He questioned the terms of the proposed contract with the blacksmith. He 

felt that the Association was being made to carry a potential risk (that cannot 

entirely be laid off). He asked that this be put to a vote 

 

The Chairman  

Replied, quoting 33.1 from the FAQs. 

The contractor would not accept many small contracts for each household, 

so the LCA would have to take on a single contract, backed by the funds from 

all the participating members, and xxx’s contribution. 

Both councillors will be contributing too, from their Initiative Funds.  While 

this represented additional risk to the Association, few Projects were entirely 

without risk, and measures would be taken to mitigate it as much as possible 

(see FAQ 33.1).  His own wide experience with Project Management 

suggested that this was acceptable.   

 

A vote was taken to continue with the single contract. The vote was passed by a large 

majority. 

 

Susie Holmes proposed a vote of thanks to Robin and especially Beccy. 

 

11. Traffic report – Nick Bishop 

 

Gave an update on the traffic monitoring that has taken place recently on the Crescent and 

Places. 

In September for a week, two measuring devices were positioned on the Crescent and LPW, 

to check the perception that traffic had increased since the last survey in June 2013 

The survey found that although there had been no increase in speed, there had been a 

significant increase in the quantity of traffic (15% in one direction and 20% in the other) 

We will have another survey in September 2016. The three data points (June 2013, 

September 2015 and September 2016) will give a better indication of traffic speeds, 

quantities and trends. 
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The average speed was 22-23mph, and the peak was 27mph. 

 

This raises the question of what do we want to do if there is an increase in speed and 

quantity? 

 

Rachael asked if we can look at vehicle types in the next survey, wanted top speed shown, 

and was concerned over traffic near Somerset Lane. 

 

Robin said that we would have a discussion at next AGM, once we have the full survey, which 

will allow us to base the discussion on fact. 

 

12. Social programme – Marian McNeir 

 

Thanks to Judith Liddell for organizing the carol singing. 

Thanks to xxx for hosting the Christmas party. 

 

The Midsummer party will be on 18th June, though the venue is not yet confirmed. 

 

Marian: 

 encouraged people to volunteer their homes and gardens for LCA parties 

 proposed that Beckford’s Virtual Ride video could be shown in the Autumn 

 encouraged feedback from the membership 

 suggested a Lansdown Crescent and environment book club? 

 

A note would be issued to garner the membership’s opinion on these proposals and seek 

their suggestions. 

 

Thanks were given to Marian, Sue and Sarah for their events work. 

 

13. LCA Website – Mandy Shaw.  

 

The website functioning is still under review. 

Mandy encouraged contributions. 

Thanks were given for the work Mandy has done on the LCA website. 

 

14. Other business.   

 

None. 

 

15. Guest Speaker. Cllr Tony Clarke. 
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Tony talked about B&NES‘ transport vision and the difficulty of implementing this in a World 

Heritage Site. 

 

This was followed by light refreshments from 9pm until 10pm. 

Thanks to those who made the delicious food and bought the wine. 


