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LANSDOWN CRESCENT ASSOCIATION: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH CENTRE ON MONDAY 3RD APRIL, 2017 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present (from those who signed the register, amongst others): 

 

Robin Kerr, Simon Brand, Christopher Shaw, Corinne Taylor, Nick Bishop, Mandy Shaw, 

Sarah Kerr, Paul Taylor, George Scott, Valerie Scott, David Morris, Judith Constantine, 

Corinne Tomkins, Mike Tomkins, Anthony Pearson, Judith Pepler, Gilly Coleman, Rob 

Coleman, Beccy Derry-Evans, Stephanie Higgins, Julia Alderman, Christian Feroze, 

Michael Forsyth, Helen Davis, Michelle Maguire, John Cullum, Nicola James, Mary Birch, 

Judith Liddell 

 

1. Apologies 

 

Marianna Clark, Neil and Fiona Barnes, Michael and Nicky Oppenheimer, James Freeman, 

Charlotte Pinder, Delia and Tony Jay, Marian McNeir, Anita and Geoffrey Breeze, Ian and 

Carrie Bell, Lyn Barham, Ann Taylor, Sue Branfoot, Robert Derry-Evans, Simon and Cat 

Heale, Jeremy and Susie Holmes, Geraint Huw Denison-Kurg 

 

2. Chairman's welcome. 

 

The chairman opened the meeting and welcomed members. He thanked Father Jeremy for 

making St Mary’s church hall available, and noted that the popularity of St Stephen’s 

Church Centre has made it difficult to find a week-day term-time venue. 

 

3. Minutes of the last AGM - previously circulated to members and copy attached. 

 
Nicola James asked that the following text be added to the last AGM’s minutes: 
 
“Councillor Tony Clarke announced his pledge of £400 from his Councillors’ Initiative Fund, 
matching Councillor Patrick Anketell-Jones’ pledge for the same amount from his fund.” 
 
The minutes were approved: 

Proposed: Judith Pepler 

Seconded: Rob Coleman 
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4. Matters arising. 

 

The committee’s action to commission another traffic survey has been delayed, since the 

traffic due to the Hope House and Somerset Place works would mean the result would be 

spurious. However, the committee has discussed potential traffic calming measures, such 

as re-exposing cobbles on The Crescent. 

 

Specific actions, such as proxy voting will be discussed later in the AGM. 

 

5. Chairman's Report, referring to the Newsletter (issued separately). 

 

The Chairman mentioned the successful completion of the Finials Project and gave special 

thanks to Beccy Derry-Evans, the Project Manager, noting that the last unused Councillors’ 

contributions were returned on 28th Feb 2017. 

The unexploded bomb and Beckford’s Broken Wall, where Dr George Scott deserves 

special mention, were referred to. 

The latest progress of the Hope House development was shared. 

The Chairman thanked the committee for their continued work this year, noting that the LCA 

website and newsletter, both excellently produced by Mandy Shaw, contains details of their 

activities. 

The chairman also thanked the following people: 

• James Whatmore, who looks after the field and who has recently taken over as our 

Planning Adviser, on the retirement of Anthony Pearson. 

• Sue Branfoot, who assists Marian on the social programme. 

• Rachael Hushon, who looks after crime and Refuse policy, and is our representative at 

FoBRA. 

• Trustees: Marianna Clark, Jean Hansell, Judith Pepler and Beccy Derry-Evans, who 

keep us on an even keel.  Sadly, he revealed Dr Jean Hansell’s health is deteriorating, 

so we have decided to nominate a new Trustee, and the Secretary mentions this later in 

these minutes.  

 

Questions and comments: 

• Peter Ford asked if a mirror could be added where LPE meets Lansdown Road to help 

with the reduced visibility. Nick replied that he would check, but Robin thought it unlikely, 

as they weren’t viewed favourably by the council. 

• Peter Ford noted that the plaque marking the tree planted in the stump at the bottom of 

the field had gone. James confirmed that it had. 

• Beccy Derry-Evans asked about Hope House development and the intrusiveness of the 

proposed Lower Site buildings. James replied that houses would be turf-covered. Nicola 

commented that this might be just a proposal on the artist‘s impressions, which could  

be dropped during build. Rachael added that tree loss has had an effect. Beccy asked if 

Hope House development would exceed the height of the LPE wall. Robin replied that 

the committee is monitoring it against a commissioned drawing, with a line of the wall 

shown. It was noted that some of the planned chimney pots extended above the wall. 
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6. Secretary's report: Voting to elect the 2017/18 LCA Committee 

 

The existing committee members were proposed and seconded as shown in the table 

below: 

 

LCA Committee LCA member Location Proposed by Seconded by 

Chairman Robin Kerr LPE 
Beccy Derry-
Evans 

Judith Pepler 

Treasurer Christopher Shaw LPE Rachael Hushon Corinne Taylor 

Secretary Simon Brand LC Marian McNeir Robin Kerr 

Membership Corinne Taylor 
Dixon 
Gardens 

Paul Taylor Josh Taylor 

Events Marian McNeir LC Sue Branfoot Simon Brand 

Events Sue Branfoot ULM Marian McNeir Rachael Hushon 

Web Mandy Shaw LPE Rachael Hushon Corinne Taylor 

Traffic Nick Bishop ULM Michelle Maguire Peter Maguire 

FoBRA Rachael Hushon LPE Mandy Shaw Corinne Taylor 

Field and 
Planning 

James Whatmore LPE Andrew Fraser Judith Liddell 

New Member 
Stephanie 

Higgins 
LC 

Beccy Derry-
Evans 

Rachael Hushon 

 

The existing committee members agreed to stand for 2017/18. However, as a new member 

has been voted onto the committee, an existing member is required to stand down. This will 

be advised after discussions at the next committee meeting. 

 

Simon Heale was introduced as a new trustee, whose standing was welcomed. The 

following summary of his career was read out by way of introduction: 

 

Mr Simon Heale joined GMS in February 2014. He is a Chartered Accountant with a 

degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from Oriel College, Oxford. Mr Heale 

was appointed to the Board of Kaz Minerals plc (previously known as Kazakhmys 

plc) in 2007 and has been its Chairman since 2013. He has also been a Non-

Executive Director of Marex Spectron since 2007 and became its Chairman in 2016. 

Mr Heale served on the boards of Coats plc from 2010 to 2014, PZ Cussons from 

2007 to 2013 and Morgan Advanced Materials from 2005 to 2014. Mr Heale has 

extensive experience in senior executive roles, including as Chief Executive of the 

London Metal Exchange from 2001 to 2006, as Chief Operating Officer and Chief 

Financial Officer of Jardine Fleming Ltd from 1997 to 2001, and as Deputy Managing 

Director at Cathay Pacific Airways from 1994 to 1997. 

 

7. Treasurer's report, referring to the statement of accounts [available to members on 

request], and vote to accept them. 

 
The accounts were presented and approved by acclamation. 
The Treasurer was thanked for his work. 
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8. Membership secretary's report 

 

A very good year! 

We had 156 members last year. 

We have 146 members so far this year. 

Corinne was congratulated for her recruiting work. 

 

9. LCA Constitution Change – Treasurer 

 

The Chairman introduced this item, explaining the Treasurer’s proposed constitutional 

changes, and read them out in full.  

 

Proposed resolution (add to clause 15): “At Annual or Special General Meetings each 

qualifying member unable to attend may nominate an agent attending the meeting to 

vote on their behalf (proxy voting); such nominations must be lodged with the 

Association Secretary not less than 24 hours before the meeting, by post or by 

electronic mail. Nominations will be excluded when determining a quorum.” 

 

The constitutional change was approved in a vote:  

• 29 members voted for  

• 1 member voted against  

• 5 members abstained 

 

The motion was passed with the required majority of two-thirds of fully-paid members, and 

the constitution will now be updated with this amendment. 

 

10. This item was intentionally left blank, to reconcile with the agenda, which mistakenly had a 

blank item 10. 

 

11. Traffic report – Nick Bishop. 

 

Nick gave an account of the committee discussions regarding traffic calming measures, 

noting that investigations were at a very initial stage for the potentilal creation of cobble-

strips, and that road humps had been dismissed. 

• Rachael Hushon felt that the traffic at either end of the Crescent would most benefit 

from cobble-strip traffic-calming measures. 

• Beccy Derry-Evans proposed installing one in the centre of the Crescent. 

• Nicola James suggested investigating the maintenance costs of cobble-strips. 

• Simon Brand noted that a type of cobble-strip is already present where ULM joins the 

Crescent by number 1 LC.  

 

Nick noted that the HGV and Coach sign is now installed in LPE, at the junction with 

Lansdown Road, and that there had been no coaches observed on the Crescent since its 

installation. This needs to be repeated (for coaches) in Cavendish Road. 
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Lansdown Grove Hotel – the council officer has said that the sign to restrict loading is in a 

funding queue. We were told that this would be available in January, but nothing is 

forthcoming yet. We continue to prompt a response. 

• Nicola asked about the traffic survey. Nick responded that two surveys had taken place - 

Sept 2015 (school time) and then in June 2016.  

• Peter Ford remembers 20 years ago, as a former LCA chairman, when Lansdown 

Grove Hotel agreed to deliver outside rush hours, which has largely been observed. 

• It was pointed out that when Ensleigh New Town is finished, there will be increased 

traffic. 

 

12. Social programme – Marian McNeir. 

 

A summary of recent-past and future social items was given by Robin Kerr, both Social 

Secretaries (Marian McNeir and Sue Branfoot) being absent. 

Thanks were expressed to Judith Liddell for organizing the carol singing and to xxx for 

hosting the Christmas party. 

The Midsummer party will be on 10th September 2017, in xxx’s garden. 

 

13. LCA Website – Mandy Shaw.  

 

An online survey tool was used during the year, and its future use was endorsed by the 

AGM. 

The LCA newsletter was welcomed in addition to the LCA website. 

In a vote, 22 members wanted a paper copy of the newsletter and 10 an electronic version 

e-mailed. 

Thanks were given for the work Mandy has done on the LCA website. 

 

14. Other business.   

 
There was no further business. 

 
15. Guest Speaker. Patrick Rotheram, Transport Lead for FoBRA. 

 

Patrick talked about the Bath Transport Strategy and the necessity for this to be 

transformed into a properly negotiated, staffed and funded Plan, citing examples from 

elsewhere in Europe and from the Council's Public Realm & Movement Strategy. 

 

This was followed by light refreshments from 9pm until 10pm. 

Thanks to those who made the delicious food and bought the wine. 


