
LANSDOWN  CRESCENT  ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF THE 30TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10TH APRIL, 2013 

IN THE GLOUCESTER HALL, ROYAL HIGH JUNIOR SCHOOL BATH. 

 

1. Chairman’s Welcome:  The Chairman welcomed approximately 70 members of the Association to the 30th 

Annual General Meeting.   She expressed her pleasure at so many members attending. 

 

2. Apologies were received from Mrs Judith Liddell, Judge Michael and Mrs Oppenheimer, Mr Tony Wilkinson, 

Mrs Joanna Roughton, Mr and Mrs Alan Cox, Mr and Mrs Whitcroft, Mr and Mrs John Kent, Dr Sara Meisner , 

Mr Martin Harford and Mr Robert Derry-Evans. 

 

3. Minutes of the 29th Annual Meeting:  These had been previously circulated.  They were proposed by Mrs 

Stella Morris and seconded by Mrs Judith Pepler as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters Arising: 

 i.   Redevelopment of Royal High Junior School Bath site:  Mr Markham Hanson, the developer for the site, 

would  be addressing the meeting concerning the proposed plan after the formalities. 

 ii.   Jubilee Party:  The Chairman said the Hon Secretary will report on this.  Bearing in mind the appalling 

weather, the Chairman felt that most people had enjoyed the party and it had been a great way of bringing 

residents together. 

 

5. Hon Secretary’s Report:  see attached. 

 

6. Hon Treasurer’s Report:  Copies of this had been circulated to the audience.  Mr David Anderson expressed 

his pleasure at presenting the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2012.  There is a surplus of £8,850, 

including the profit from the Jubilee party.  £800 had been obtained by the Chairman from a Film Company.  In 

terms of membership this year there were 130 members, 133 in the previously year.  The subscription of £6 

generates enough income to cover overhead costs. In 2013, to date, there are 131 members including 14 new 

members.  Mr Peter Freeman asked how long the lease of the field was.  Mrs Judith Pepler answered that there 

is no lease but an on-going  Licence.   The field is let out at £50 pa. 

 The Treasurer stated that one member had paid his subscription by electronic transfer and he would encourage 

this.  Dr Carol Peden suggested that members paid £10 per annum by standing order.  The Treasurer felt this to 

be a good option.  Dr N Bishop questioned bank charges and the Treasurer felt these need investigation. 

 The accounts were proposed by Mrs Sarah Kerr and seconded by Mrs Anita Breeze as correct.  The Chairman 

thanked Mr David Anderson for his work as Treasurer. 

 

7. Election of Officers: 

Hon Chairman:  Mrs Rebecca Derry-Evans has retired and Mr Robin Kerr has kindly agreed to volunteer for 

this position.  Proposed by Mrs Rebecca Derry-Evans and seconded by Mrs Susie Holmes. 

Hon Secretary:  Mrs Susie Holmes has retired.  Mrs Delia Jay has been proposed for this position by Mrs Susie 

Holmes and seconded by Mr Robin Kerr. 

Hon Treasurer:  Mr David Anderson is standing for re-election and was proposed by  Mr  James Whatmore and 

seconded by Mrs Sarah Kerr. 

These appointments received approval from the floor. 

 

Mrs Elizabeth Freeman interjected at this juncture to point out that there had been no “call in” notice on the 

Agenda.   Mrs Susie Holmes apologised for this over-sight but suggested that Mrs Freeman could have 

discussed this with her before the meeting.  Mrs Freeman also questioned the fact that only one representative 

from Lansdown Crescent had been proposed whereas the Constitution stated that there should be at least five 

representatives.  Mrs Derry-Evans stated that it was a great disappointment but that it had been impossible to 

find any member from the Crescent, apart from Mrs M McNeir, who was prepared to stand on the Committee. 

 

Election of Committee: 
The following members have been proposed: 

Mr Julien Low  - Proposed by Mr David Morris. seconded by Mrs Derry-Evans 

Mrs Judith Pepler  - Proposed by Mrs Susie Holmes, seconded by Mrs Stella Morris 

Mrs Amanda Shaw  - Proposed by Ms Ann Taylor, seconded by Mrs Sarah Kerr 

Dr N Bishop  - Proposed by Mr Jeremy Holmes, seconded by Ms Sarah Garrett 

 

The following existing members of the Committee have offered themselves for re-election: 

Mr James Whatmore, Mrs Judith Liddell, Mrs Marian McNeir 

Proposed by Ms Ann Taylor and seconded by Mr Andrew Fraser 

These appointments received approval from the floor. 

 

 

 



 

 

8. Any Other Business: 

i.    The Finals:  The Chairman said the Committee felt the replacement of the broken finials on Lansdown 

Crescent, Lansdown Place East and West was a good idea. The design of the finials has been overseen by 

Harrison Brookes Architects of Frome and the World Heritage Site Enhancement Fund (“WHSEF”) have paid 

their costs and the listed building consent costs and will pay for the moulds to be made if and when the listed 

building consent is granted The Chairman had contacted all householders and had received very positive 

responses..  She made it clear that nobody who owns a house in Lansdown Crescent is obliged to take part in the 

scheme; it is entirely a personal option.  It is understood that listed building consent is likely to be granted.. 

Mr Peter Freeman questioned whether this was the right time to undertake such a scheme remove ‘at the 

moment’.  He was also concerned that the design involves cutting the existing rails which could destroy the 

existing structure.   He would want to have a guarantee if the construction goes wrong.  The Chairman said she 

would consult the architect on this point.. 

Mr Robin Kerr said that, as the succeeding Chairman, he will take on that problem.  He said that 10 years ago 

several finals were replaced in Lansdown Place East and that construction has been completely satisfactory.  Mr 

Kerr was surprised that the actual method of construction was included in the planning application as it is an 

engineering matter. 

ii.   Wild Flower Meadow:   The Hon Secretary had already dealt with this in her report. 

iii.  Hand rail by Chapel House:   Many people have fallen on this dangerous path which is very slippery in wet 

and icy weather.  Cllr Roger Symmonds stated that something should be done by the Council as it was a “Health 

& Safety issue” but since then he has backtracked.  Cllr Arketell Jones, our Ward Councillor, was then 

approached.  There is a Ward Councillors’ Initiative Fund which is granted each term.  It is only £5,000 each for 

4 years but it might be possible to fund this scheme. However, Cllr Arketell Jones suggested that the Crescent 

Association pay for the hand rail.  It was not felt appropriate for us to provide this which is essentially for the 

general public.   The Chairman has obtained quotes of between £3,000 and £5,000 for a very basic handrail 

fitted to Chapel House. 

The new Committee will continue with investigating this problem. 

iv.  Street names engraved on the stonework of Lansdown Crescent:    This was suggested to be carved on nos. 1 

and 20 Lansdown Crescent.  The residents of no. 1 were against this proposal as they felt it would detract from 

the simplicity of John Palmer’s design.  The WHSEF is in favour.  The residents of no. 20 will discuss this at 

their next meeting. Miss Nicola James, a resident of no. 20, was in sympathy and pointed out that there is 

nothing in place on the west end showing that it is Lansdown Crescent.  Mr Harry Ogle was against cutting into 

a Grade 1 Listed building.  It would require Listed Building Consent.   Robin Kerr would look into putting the 

name on the railings. 

v.   E-mail:  Notification of the AGM was predominantly by e-mail.  It has been pointed out that perhaps we 

should make an amendment to the Constitution but the meeting was happy with the present situation. 

 

Somerset Place:  Mrs Elizabeth Freeman questioned whether the renovated houses in Somerset Place will be 

eligible to join this Association.  This would be investigated in due course. 

All Saints Chapel site:  The Chairman announced that she had heard that the contract has been cancelled for the 

new house on this site because of a disagreement between the owner and the builder.  This is going to the High 

Court.  Mr Steve Bennett, the owner, is devastated. 

 

Mr Robin Kerr thanked the members for electing him as Chairman.  He was extremely pleased and honoured.  

He thanked Mrs Beccy Derry-Evans for her excellent Chairmanship.  He gave a list of what he wishes to 

achieve:   i. Chivvying up residents of Lansdown Crescent to volunteer for the Committee.  ii. Continue to run 

the field.  iii. Expand the membership to the new residents of  Somerset Place as it does form part of the whole 

area. iv. Resolve the problem of the ownership of the land behind Lansdown Place East.  v. A plan for the area 

of green space at the Royal High School site.  vi. A Web Site. vii. Implement the Finial project. 

 

 

Mr James Whatmore then gave a very warm speech of thanks for the work done by Mrs Rebecca Evans as 

Chairman for the past 7 years and Mrs Susie Holmes as Hon Secretary for the past 8 years.  They were both 

presented with bouquets of flowers. 

---oooOooo— 

 

Mr Markham Hanson, the developer for the Royal High Junior School site gave a presentation of his initial 

planning proposals for this site.   He said it was, in fact, rather premature as the plans were being constantly 

changed by the Planning Officials.  At present the proposal was for 45 units of accommodation, which would 

include flats in Hope House.  The idea was to have town houses on the upper part of the site and he was very 

conscious of the importance of the height for these houses.  Trees would be protected.  The Council are insisting 

on 35% of the scheme to be affordable housing.  This was planned to be in the form of flats at the lower end of 

the site.  Mr Markham stressed that he would keep the Association informed of how the planning of the 

development proceeded. 

 

 

There then followed Wine and Cheese very kindly provided by Mrs Sarah Kerr. 



 

 

 

 


