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LANSDOWN CRESCENT ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF THE 31st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Held on Thursday 27 March 2014 at 7.30pm 

in St. Stephen's Church Centre, Bath. 

 

1. Chairman’s Welcome:  The Chairman, Robin Kerr, welcomed approximately 40 members 

of the Association to the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies were received from Judith Pepler, (Committee Member), Tim & Pam Doyle, 

Patricia Taylor, Peter Ford, Michael & Sandie Whitcroft, Sir Bruce and Lady Martin, 

Jeremy Holmes, Simon & Lucia Bird, Marianna Clark, Ann Taylor, Brenda & John 

Lovering. 

 

3. Minutes of the 30
th

 Annual Meeting:  These had been previously circulated.  They were 

proposed by Tony Jay and seconded by Beccy Derry-Evans as a correct record, subject to 

the correction previously proposed by Peter Freeman.  The amended Minutes were accepted 

by the meeting nem. con. 

 

4. Matters Arising:  None. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report:  Robin Kerr delivered the Chairman's Report, attached in full for 

publication.  Topics covered include thanks to Committee Members for their efforts over: 

Handrail and Plaque, Field, Website, Planning, Police Liaison and Finials. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report:  Copies of the accounts for year ended 31st Dec. 2013 had been 

circulated to members by David Anderson.  There is a healthy cash balance of £8,937 

slightly up from the previous year.  However, membership this year to date, including new 

members, is 102.  This is considerably down from the previous year (142), due partly to 

people moving from the Association's area and partly to causes unknown.  A proposal from 

the floor to raise the subscription from the current rate was not considered advisable by DA 

as it is difficult to justify given the level of resources. Any increase to fund specific 

expenditure such as the finials was a different matter which would need to be considered at 

the time. 

            Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Sarah Kerr and seconded by Tony Jay, and the 

accounts were adopted by the meeting nem. con.   

 

7. Secretary's Report and Election of Officers: 

Delia Jay delivered the Secretary's Report, which focussed on a number of important 

changes in organisation of the Lansdown Crescent Association (LCA for short). 

 

Firstly, it was desirable to divide the roles of the Committee more equably, rather than 

relying on just one or two people doing the majority of the work. This has been achieved by 

the creation of several new posts.  Judith Liddell has very successfully taken on the role of 

social organiser; James Whatmore has tackled with great passion his new role of Field and 

Sheep Manager/Liaison Officer; and one of our newer members to the committee, Mandy 

Shaw, has very generously and with great skill created the LCA website, which she also 

runs and manages on behalf of the Association.   Delia commented that we were very lucky 

this year in having such a talented group of people on the 2013/14 committee. 

Secondly, Delia informed members that in future the LCA would communicate all of LCA 

business and social events by email, and, if members hadn't already given her their email 
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addresses, they should do so as soon as possible.  The Association promised to use it only 

for LCA matters! 

 

Finally, having regard to the election of members to the LCA committee. Delia said that 

regrettably the "calling" for nominations was omitted last year, but had been addressed this 

year, see below.  

 

Election of Committee: 
The Association's Constitution requires that each year two members of the ten-strong 

Committee, selected by agreement or lot, stand down and cannot be re-elected for one year, 

thus making way for new members to avoid stagnation. 

The required vacancies this year were the result of Julien Low having resigned from the 

Committee, and another resignation still to be agreed*.   

The Chairman stated that James Whatmore had offered to resign as the longest-serving 

member, but it was pointed out from the floor that the Constitution required these 

resignations to be by agreement, not necessarily in order of seniority. 

 

The existing members of the Committee listed below offered themselves for re-election, 

proposed by Tony Jay, seconded by Jean Jennings, and accepted by the meeting nem. con.  

Robin Kerr, David Anderson, Delia Jay, Judith Liddell, Mandy Shaw, Nick Bishop, Marian 

McNeir, Judith Pepler. 

*(Secretary's Note: It was agreed post meeting that Judith Pepler wished to resign and James 

Whatmore accordingly remained on the Committee.  Judith would continue to serve as a 

Trustee of the Association.) 

 

The two new nominations for election to the Committee were:  

Corinne Taylor, of 7 Dixon Gardens, proposed by Valerie Scott of 3 Dixon Gardens and 

seconded by Paul Taylor of 7 Dixon Gardens; and 

Simon Brand, of Lansdown Crescent, proposed by Beccy Derry-Evans and seconded by 

Michael Oppenheimer. 

Corinne Taylor was duly elected to the Committee by acclamation. 

However, Simon Brand, although properly proposed and seconded, was absent without 

apology, and the Chairman took an action to seek his explanation, and his commitment to 

the Committee
(1)

.  
(1)

Post meeting note: Simon Brand's satisfactory explanation having been received on 31st 

March, he was deemed (by the chair) to have been elected to the Committee as from the 

May meeting. (RK) 

 

7. Neighbourhood Watch: Wearing her second hat, Delia reported that the LCA 

 Neighbourhood Watch Scheme was to be upgraded to provide training for the several 

 (currently extant) groups in our area.   

 

8. Social Events: 

Judith Liddell reported that a 2014 Christmas Party had been generously offered to be held 

on Friday 19 December 2014 at the house of Simon and Cat Heale; and that our annual carol 

singing for charity would accordingly be moved back one day to Thursday 18 December. 

 

 

9. The Field: 

James Whatmore made his well-received report on his experiences in the Field, all of which 

can be read on our newly-created website (see below). 
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10. LCA Website:  www.lansdown-crescent.org.uk   
Mandy Shaw presented by overhead projector an outline of the website which she has 

created for the Association, showing news, events, etc. for public consumption, and a private 

members-only section for reports of meetings and so forth.  Members were urged to take the 

time to check it regularly for updates of news and LCA events. 

 

11. Other Business.  None 

 

12. Guest Speakers. 

  

 At the conclusion of the formal AGM, Councillor Patrick Anketell- Jones gave an  

 amusing account of his activities as a Councillor for the Lansdown Ward. 

 

This was followed by a talk from our two Police Community Support Officers, David 

Holmes and Paul King, both of whom emphasised what an important tool in fighting crime 

Neighbourhood Watch Schemes can be. 

 

 Finally, we heard from Laurie Coombes, Secretary of the St. James's Park Residents 

 Association regarding the proposed developments on the Royal High School site.  

 

The meeting finished at 8.30, and was followed by refreshments, for which the Committee 

gave grateful thanks to Sarah Kerr. 

 

 

 


